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An Act to estab'ish Ward Tribunals, to provide for their jurisdiction,
powers, practice and procedure, and other related matters

[ --------------------------- Ssevnnnee ]
ENACTED by the Parliament of the United Repbulic of Tanzania,
PART 1
PRELIMINARY

1. This Act may be cited as the Ward Tribunals Act, 1985, and shall 0 (e
come into operation onsuch date as the Minister may, by notice published and conme-
in the Gazette, appoint. ncoment

2. In this Act unless the context requires otherwise:—

“appropriate authority’” when used in relation to a Tribunal means the 1, terpre.
district council or the urban authority within whose area the Tribunal tation
is established, and includes any person appointed by the appropriate
authority to perform any of its functions under this Act;

“Chajrman” means the Chairman of the Tribunal and includes a person
appointed to preside at proceedings of the Tribunal;

“dispute” includes any case wkere a person complains of, and is genuinely-
agrieved by, the actions of another person, or any case in which a
complaint is made in an official capacity or is a complaint against
an official act;

*“member” means a member of the Tribunal, and includes the Chairmang

“Mini‘;‘tgr” means the Minister for the time being responsible for legal
affairs: e

“Tribunal” means Ward Tribunal established under section 3:

“urban ward” means any ward constituted under the jurisdiction of an
- urban authority;.- - ST
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Acts 1982 "ward committee” means award committee established under the Local
Nos. 7andg  Government (District Authorities) Act, 1982, or the Local Govern-
ment ag]Urban Authorities) Act, 1982, for the ward in which the
Tribunal is established: _ _ _ _
Act 1982 "village" means any registered village or Ujamaa Village registered or
Nos 7 and 8 designated under the Local Government (District Authorities)
Act, 1982, or tho Local Government (Urban Authorities) Act, 1982,
Acts, 1982 "village council" means a village council established under the Local
Nos. 7and 8 Government (District Authorities) Act, 1982, or the Local Govern
rnent (Urban Authorities) Act, 1982.

PART II
THE WARD TRIBUNALS

i- 3. Thereis hereby established a tribuna for eyvery ward in Mainland
Efﬁﬁé’r'{t Tanzaniato %eﬁrno%n asthe Ward Tribunal for the Ward for wh?lch ?tnis
\%ard established.
Tribunals
Compo- 4.-(1) Every Tribunal shall consist of-
g}i?ﬂ . (a) not lessthan four nor more than eight memberselected by
Tribund the Ward Committee from amongst, list of names of persons resi-

denting the Ward compiledin prescribed manner.
(b) an aBpropri ate authority ) shall appoint the Chairman of the
'(F;)labunal from among the members elected under paragraph
OVe.

(2) There shall be asecretary of the Tribuna who shall be appointed
by the local government authority in which the ward in question situated,
upon recommendation by the Ward Committee.

(3) No person shall be appointed Secretary Or a Tribunal unless heis.a
resident of the ward for which the Tribunal is established.

(4) The quorum at a sitting of the Tribunal shall The one half of the
total number-of members.

(5) At any sitting of the Tribunal a decision of the majority of members
present shall be deemed to be the decision of the Tribunal, and in the
event of an equality of votes the Chairman shall have a casting vote in
addition to hisorigina vote.

Qualifications Trir’bﬁglgl ’i PI% gelrgspn shall be entitled to be nominated as a member of the

of members () aMember of the National Assembly;

(b) amember of village council or aWard Committee;

53 acivil servant; _ _
alegally qualified person or any person who is employed in the

udiciary:

(c) aperson wider the apparent age of eighteen years,

(f) amentally unfit person;

(g) aperson who has aPreviousl been convicted of acriminal offence

involving moral turpitude
(h) aperson who is not acitizen of the United Republic of Tanzania.



NAKALA MTANDAO (ONLINE DOCUMENT)

No. 7 Ward Tribunal 1985 5

ﬁ2) No person shall be recommended as a Secretary of the Tribunal

unless beis, in the opinion of the Ward Committee a sufficiently literate

ad educated and capable of satisfactorily discharging the duties of
retary.

(3) A Secretary of the Tribunal shall attend all sittings of the Tribunal
and record all itsproceedings but shalt not participate in decision making.

6.-(I) Ev ember of the Tribunal shall hold office for aterm of ~ Tenure of
three %ars Frrgm%e (Pate og his election -ansgﬂmﬂ be g | gl%?e %r re-election  office

(2) If avacancy occursin the membership of the Tribunal by death, ~ Members

resignation or effluxion of the or any other reasonable cause the

appropriate authority shall appoint an appropriate person to fill the
vacancy until the date of the next election of members.

(3) A person appointed to be a Secretary of the Tribunal shall hold
that office for aterm of live years from the date of his appointment, and
shall be eligible for reappointment.

(4) Any member or Secretary may,-at any time, resign by giving
notice of hisintentionto resign to the secretary of the Ward Committee
and the resignation . shall-take effect from the date specified in thein
the notice or, if.no date is so specified from the date when the
Secretary of the Ward Cammittee receives. the notice.

7. The, appropriate authority in_respect of the Tribunal shall be Roleof
responsible. for the general policy regarding - the operation of the ghhropriate
Tribunal ~arid shall ensure, facilitate ~ and promote the smooth an thorit
effectual performance = by the Tribunal of its functions authority
inrelation
to Tribunal
PART III

JURISDICTION, POWER AND PROCEDURE

8.-é The primary function of hTribungL)Ft;ﬂll icto secure peace,  Genera
and harmo mte.areaf%r hegﬁ S [ e%b medi atihg and isdicti
endeavouring to obtain just an S eblo s o o dsputes, 9 Jurisdiction

(2) Inal matters beforeit relating to a dispute, a Tribunal shall attempt

toreach a settlement by mediation before exercising its compulsive
jurisdiction as provided under this Act, and may adjourn any
proceedings relating to adispute in which it is exercising that
jurisdiction if it thinks that by doing so ajust and amicable settlement
of the dispute may be reached

(3) Without prejudice to the generally of sub-sections (1) and (2) Tribunal shall
have and exercise jurisdiction in relation to all matters and disputes arising under
al laws and directives passed by the appropriate authority, and laws and orders
for thetime being in force in relation to or affecting the business and affairs of
the Ward made or passed by alocal government authority or any other competent
legidative authority within the area of the Tribunal
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9.-(1) Without prejudice to the generality of the jurisdiction conferred
on the Tribunal by section 8 the Tribunal shall have jurisdiction to
enquire and determine disputes relating to the offences and civil
disputes specified in the schedule to this Act.

2) Tile Minister may, from time to time, by order published in the

A2'[zette, vary or replace any of the provisions of the Schedule to this

10.-(1) Notwithstanding measures imposable by the Tribunal unless
section 17, the Tribunal shall, in the exercise of itsjurisdiction be limited
to the following awards and penalties-

(@) in criminal matters, afine not exceeding two thousand shillings;

(b) in default or payment or fine which does not exceed one thousand
shillings the tonvicted person shall be committed to work on an

on going communal protect for not more than ten days;

(c) in case or default or payment of afine exceeding one thousand
shillings the matter shall be referred to the Primary Court for
committal to prison-or any other appropriate action under the law;

(d) in-civil matters awards not exceeding there thousand shillings.

2)/Subject to section 19 the power to commit persons to imprisonment
un&(gr thié Act shalf vest?n t%g Primary Court.p P

11.-(1) Proceedings may be instituted by the making of a complaint
to the Secretary of the Tribunal, the Secretary of an appropriate autho-

rity, the Chairman, of a Village Council or aten-cell leader.

(2) Any person who reasonably believes that any person has committed
an of Secretary of the Tribunal acomplain about the matter to any of the persons
specified in sub-section (1)

aFBE)A complaint maty be made orally-or in writing, but if made orally
shall bereduced. inwrifing by the person to whom it1s made and, in either
cagg, shall be signed by thé complainant and the person to whom it is
made.

4) When acomplaint is made to that person shall, if heis
not(t e'Secretary of the Trii)unal Qause?t to be submitted to the Secretar
of the Tribunal who shall enter it in the records of the Tribunal an
arrange for it to be heard and determined by the Tribunal in accordance
with the procedure of the Tribunal for the hearing and determination of
disputes submitted to it.

12. Subject to the procedure made in that behalf by the appropriate
authority, the Secretary shall issue summonsto the partiesinvolved ina
complaint requiring them to attend before the Tribunal on the date

eteCIfl'egd the summons for the complaint to investigated and
ermined.

13. (1) Onthe dat ifiedinth the parties shall, subject
to sub- tioﬂ E3§} ap;?e%r) ?ﬁl plersérq be?ogfé%rggrr}lsbunaﬂ g%vet elalr evu%nce

and answer all questions put to them by any member of the Tribunal.
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* (2) If on the date specified in the summons the complainant does not
without reasonable cause, appear, the Tribunal shall dismiss the complai-
nantandit shall notsubsequently be brought beforeit; but if the Tribunal
considers that the absence of the complainant is due to a reasonable
cause or if the person complained against is absent, the Tribunal shall
adjourn the hearing to some date which it may specify, and inform the
appropriate authority of the absence of the person complained against.

(3) Where the complainant or the person complained against is a child
below eighteen years of age, or is a person who for any suff.cient cause
can not adequately put his case or defend himself, that person may appear
before the Tribunal together with his parent, guarcian, relative or fiiend
who may, subject to the procedure adopted by the Tribunal, assist him
in the examination or cross cxamination of witnesses or the making of
submissions before the Tribunal, .
14. All proceedings before the Tribunal shall be open to the public unless, Procesdings
in the opinion of the Tribunal, it is in-the public interest that the public :)%t(?cm
or any person be excluded from any part of the proceedings.

15.—(1) The Tribunal shall not be bound by any rules of evidence Proceedings
or procedure applicable to any court. efore the

) Tribunal
(2) The Tribunal shall, subject to the provisions of this Act, regulate o
its own procedure.

(3) In the exerciseof its functions under this Act the Tribunal shall
have power to hear statemer.-: of witnesses produced by parties to a
complaint, and to examine any Icievant document produced by any party.

16.—(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 4, the Tribunal Tribunal
shall in all proceedings seek to do justice to the parties and to rcach a to pur-
decision which will secure the peaceful and amicable resolution of the S eles
dispute, reconciliation of the parties and the furtherance of the social opf just‘fc@
and economic interests of the village or ward as a whole in which the
dispute originates,

(2) For the purposes of securing a just determination of a complaint,
the Tribunal shall not make a decision on any complaint unless—

(a) it has given an equal opportunity to each party to explain his part of

the matter and to present his witnesses ; and

(b) any member of the Tribunal who has any personal or financial ,

interest in the complaint has disclosed it and not taken part in the

proceedings.
17. At the conclusion of the proceedings the Tribunal may order that— Measures
(a) the party at fault apologise to the other party; imposabls

by the

(b) a person be censured or admonished at a meeting of the Village Tribunal

Assembly or Ward meeting;

(c) the party at fault pay a specified fine not exceeding a certain
amount prescribed bv the appropriate or other legislative authority;

(d) one party pay back what is'due to the other party;

(¢) the defaulting party do some specific community work;

(f) the default'ng party pay compensation;

(8) a person carry out any other sanction acceptable in the vilfage or
ward concerned; or
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(h) the parties perform any customary act or acts which signify

reconciliation.

18.-(1) The appropriate authority shall devise an appropriate system for
facilitating and securing the proper and full performance of the measures
imposed and orders made by the Tribunal at the conclusion of proceedings in
relation to any matter referred to it.

(2) A person who fails, without reasonable cause (the burden of proof
of whichison him), to obey any order of the Tribunal under this Act
for which no other penalty iS prescribed shall be guilty of an offence and
shall be liable, on conviction to afine not exceeding two thousand shillings
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two months or to both that
fine and imprisonment.

19.-(1) An order of a Tribunal for imprisonment under this Act shall
be in the prescribe form, and pending endorsement of the order under
sub-section (2) the convicted person shall be held in such custody, or shall
be released on such terms, as maybe ordered by the Tribunal.

(2? Subject to sub-section (3), anorder or imprisonment under this Act
shall have no force or._effect unless endorsed by the Primary Court
Magistrate for the areain whichthe Tribunal is established.

~(3) The Tribunalafter making an-order for imprisonment shall imme-
diately causeit to be presented to the Primary Court Magistrate for
endorsemen.

(4) The Primary Court Magistrate to whom the order is presented
for endorsement, shall endorse the order without delay, unless he has

reason to believe that the Tribunal acted without jurisdiction or in excess
of its powers.

(5) If the Primary Court Magistrate Is convinced that the Tribunal has
acted without jurisdiction or in excess of its powers, he shall exercise the
power of revision provided under section 2 1.

(6) Theendorsed order under this section shall have the same effect
as any sentence of imprisonment imposed by Primary Court under any
other'written law:.

(7) Where the order-remitted to the Primary Court under subsection
(3) is beyond the pecuniary jurisdiction of the Primary Court the Magi-
strate shall mmg?l(%‘g rY.resfer the same tot ﬁht%gl ,gger court of

Rﬁ)gé?g%e L(J)rLlj 1] 0 igﬁcordancem ro visions of the-

PART IV
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
20.-1) Subject to sub-section (2), a person aggrieved by a decision of
the Tribunal may appeal in writing to the Primary Court.

2 ith the leave of the P |
entatanss nder TeToomy ol amaantes - o appeal shall be

(@) in crimina casesin which the fine imposed does not exceed five
hundred shillings;

(b) igh (_:lil\_/il matters where the award does not exceed eight hundred
illings.
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(3) Except on points of |law where the final appeal tiesto the District
Court, adecision of the Primary Court on any appeal made to it shall be
final and conclusive. _

21.--(1) A primary court may call for and examine the record of any

proceedings of the Tribunal, for the purpose of satisfying itself asto
whether in'Such proceedings the Tribunal's decision has- o

(@) not contravened any Act of Parliament, any by-laws or subsidiary
legidlation;

(b) not conflicted with the rules of natural justice; and whether the
Tribuna has been properly constituted or has exceeded its
jurisdiction,

and may revise any such proceedings.

(2) Inthe exercise of itsrevisiona jurisdiction, a Primary Court
has power to substitute a conviction and sentence for an acquittal, to quash
the proceedings and to order arehearing.

(3) I nthe case of civil matters, the revisional jurisdiction of a Pri _mar¥
Court shall be restricted to increasing any sum awarded or altering the
rightsof any party tohis detriment.

(4) No proceedingsunder this section shall be revised after the
_eXPI ration of twelve months from the termination of such proceedings
in the Tribunal.

22.-(1) In the hearing of an ﬁ;peal ‘against any-decision of the Tribunal
the Primary Court Magistrate shall sit with not’less than two assessors.
of (taeT'IhﬁtlirJinng\P%gﬁun in dealing with appeal's against any decision

(@) consider the records relevant to the decision- gnd

(b) receive such evidence, if any, and make such inquiries as it may

deem necessary.

(3) A party to any proceeding appealed against or under revision, may
pear-

(@) personally; or
(b) by representative (other than alawyer).
23.-(1) A Primary Court hearing an-appeal against or making areview
of adecision of thé Tribunal-may-
(@) confirm the decision = or
(b) quash the decision; or
(c) order the matter to be dealt with again by the Tribunal, and may,
if it deems appropriate, give an order or direction asto how any
defect in the earlier decision may be rectified.
r e\%(;l;}hg@imary Court Magistrate hearing an appeal or making a

(a) record the decision of the court on the appeal or revision and
the reasons thereof; and

(b) forward it to the District Court.
(3) The District Court may apply its revisional jurisdiction under the

Magistrate's Courts Act, 1984, in respect of any apgea] or revision recorded
bY the Primai~v Court Magistrate under sub-section (2).

Review and
revisionary
jurisdiction
of the Primary
Court

Hearing of
appeals

and
exercise

of revisional
jurisdiction

Decision
on appeal or
revision
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24.-(1) The Tribunal shall cause to be kept and maintained proper
records of its proceedings in appropriate form.

2) The Secretary of the Tribunal shall be responsible  for recording all
th(g (gvio_lence addl}(,:ed and other mattersfor%glly transpiring during the
proceedings before the Tribunal and all other matters in connection with it.

(3) Therecords of the Tribunal shall be deemed to be records of the
Ward Committee and shall, for that purpose, be public records.

25--(1) The Minister shall, after consultation with the Minister for
the time being responsible for regional administration, by notice published
in the Gazette, make provisions for a system of inspection of the Tribunals
and instruction of local government authorities and Ward Committees
f?r Lhe Rurposes of ensuring the furtherance of the purposes and objects
of thisAct..

(2) The Minister may, in the notice under sub-section (1) apPoi nt such
persons or authorities as he may think fit for the purposes of this section.

26. The Minister shall, in co-operation with any other Minister,
Ministry, Department or other public autharity formulate suitable
programmes, schemes and seminars for the inforimation and education
of the public and the officers and members of the Tribunals on the methods
of performing the functions of the Tribunals, for the purposes of ensuring

their efficient and just operation.

Remuneration 27 --(1) The, members of the Tribunal shall be paid such sitting or other
of members  allowance as the appropriate authority may, in collaboration with the

Offences

Directions

EXith

ne
nister

Ward Committees, determine.

(2) The Secretary of the Tribunal shall be paid such salary and
allowances as the appropriate authority, in collaboration with the Ward
Committee, may determine.

28. Any person who- _
@ YRR s SRR L R
(b) having attended, refuses or failsto answer any question put to him
by any member;
(c) doesany act or thing which obstructs the Proprer functioning
of the Tribunal or impedes any officer of the Tribunal or other
erston authorized by the Tribunal in the performance of its
unctions,
IS gu_ilcty of the offence the contempt of the Tribuna and shall be liable on
convicfion to afine not exceeding eight hundred shillings or to be required

to perform some specific community work or to both the fine and the
requirement to perrorm the community work.

29.-(I) The Minister may, from time to time, give directions to the
appropriate authorities in connection with operations of the Tribunals
inclu w&g aPrwcnbl_ng. matters required to be prescribed by or under this
Act, andall authorities and persons concerned shall carry out or comply
with al those directions and prescriptions.

(2) The Minister shall cause to be published all directionsand
prescriptions under this section in such manner as be deems appropriate
including publication in the Gazettete.
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30, The Arbitration Tribunals Regulations, 1969, and the Kiswahili Revocations
equivalent of those Regulations entitled-*“Kanuni Kuhusu Mabaraza ya

Usuluhishi”. and- the Marriage . Conciliation Board (Establishment) 1;1%1 219 and
Order, 1971 are hereby revoked, G.N. 1971
No. 108
SCHEDULE
PART I—-UNDER THE PENAL CODB PR
Oﬁ'encé Section: Maxirnum Penalxy
Going armed in public... .. 8. 84 Fma of Shs.:800/- or 2 years
: intprisonment.
Forcible detainer ... 8.86 Fme -of $hs. 800/~ or 2 years
imprisonment.
Aﬁ'ray e ses .. 8,87 Fme of Shs. 500/- or mlpn-
: gonrhent for ‘6 honths, -
Challenge to ﬁght a duel ... 888  Fine of Shs. 800/- or 2 years
risonment.
Usmg abusxve language and brawling s.89(1) Fmepof Shs, 500f— ot xmpn-
+ ‘sonndent for‘6 months,
Threatenmg thh v1olence .. s.89(2) Fine-of Shs. 400/~ or impri-

sonment for 1 year.
Dissuading persons from partlclpatmg in

self- help scheme s. 89c  Fine of Shs. 1,000/- or impri-
B SRR e T _ sonment for 6 months.
Dnsturbmg rehgxous assembly ... $.126 Fine of Shs. 1,000/-or 2 years
BRI SV I mpnsonment
Abduction of girls under 16 yeats .. 8,134 Fme of Shs. 1 000/- or 2 years
Insulting the modesty of a woman ... | ... 8.135@)Fize of Shs. 800/ or imprison-
ment for 1 year e
Desertion ef children . .. 8,166 Fme of Shs. 1 000/- or2years e
Nealectmg to provnde food ... .. e 8 167 Fizwof Shy:: 400/- or 2 years
| S - Prlsonment. ,
Idleand dlsordearly pesons (eertam olfenccs 116(2) A N S
only) . (9) Fmof Shs. 500/ onmpnson-
A 5.0 £ 2 ent for damonths
Wearing umform thhout authonty e S 17 8)1) Fitre of $hs 200/=s ot imprison-
mentfor Imonth. - .
Bringing contempt on uniforms~ . ... w8 178(2) Fine of Shs. 400f= ot lmprlson-
iy w0 Timtent ‘for 3 shenthss
Fouling water ... N W S 185 Fme of Shs, 2,000/- or 2 yeats
G HIO SER Gk . . o s deme simprisonments. -
Common assault 240 FxnoofSlm. 1,000/~ or: unpn-
sonment for one year.
Ommutmg to take precauticms b.zalnst
probable danger from any ammal in his
possession ... s. 233(d) Fine ot‘ Shs. 1 500/ or 2 years
imprisonment.
Attempting suicide ... ... 8217 Fine of Shs. 300/- or 6 months
3% 2T PG B SeS J TE S R T - b ke . jmprisogment .
Coneeabng the birth of a child ‘e .. 8,218 Fineof Shs.1 000/- or 2 years
imprisonment,
Other negligent acts causmg harm not Fine of Shs. 1,000/- or impri-
specified ins. 233 ... s. 234 sonment for 6 months,
Criminal Traspass ... 8.299 Fine of Shs. 800/~ or imprison-

ment for 1 year,
PART II—-UNDER OTHER LAWS

Offence Section . Maximum Penalty
Gamblmg (gaming) under the Gamblmg
Ordinance, Cap. 19 e 3 Fine of Shs, 1,000/- or impri-

sonment for 1 month,
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SCHEDULB~~(contd.)
Offence - Seeton Maximum Penilty
Under the Tsetse Fly Ordmance, Cap 100
{contravening regulations) . Fine of Shs 200/- or imprison-
ment for 1 month,
The animals (Native Stock) (Branding)
Rules Cap, 15 Fine of Shs. 100/-,

Contravening of laws made by the v1llaae
councilor Town, Distrietand Municipal. ,
Councils which relate to agricultural,
educational and health matters — The sanction provided by the

by-laws concerned.
- Smoking noxious plants (bhang) ... ... Cap. 134 Fine of Shs. 2,000/- or impri-
sonment for 12 months,
Failure to enrol or send to school an enro- The First Offenders:

lled child under the Public Primary  whole :
Schools .(Compulsory Enrolmentand  Order Fine of Shs. 100/~ or impri-

Attendance) Order 1977 sonment for 1 month.
Second Offenders:
Fine of Shs. 500/~ or impri-
somnent for 2 months,

Subsequently '
Imprisonment for 6 months.

“ PART 1T -
CIVIL JURISDICTION

{)) Minor disputes relating to dowry and land contravening the customs and tradl-
tions of the area in the village or ward not mvolvxns possession which is a more
serious and more complex matter,

(i) All functions of Marriage Reconciliation Boards vested jn the existing Arbi-
tration Tribunals in tm:ms of Govemment Notme No. 108 of 1971 undcr the
Law of Marriage Act, $971.. - o

(iii) Adultery.

@iv) Anyﬂother matter referred to the tribunals by the dlsputmg parties for Recon-
ciigtion, -«
(v) Any other mattet whxch the Mnmster fot Justice may, by order, published in
the Gazette, add onto the Schedule
In the exercise of its customary law ,“msdxcuon the tribunal shall apply custo-
mary law prevaxlmg withm the village or ward as the case may be,

Passed in the National Assembly on the sixteenth day of April, 1985.
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